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Abstract

The aim of this study, which was inspired by Francois Georgeon’s study of Ramadans
in the late Ottoman Empire, is to analyze Ramadans in the early Republican era. By
decoding the official attitude towards Ramadans, this research tries to discover to what
extent the Kemalist regime regulated and transformed Ramadan, with which purposes
and mechanisms it did so, and whether or not this process entailed a significant change
in the publicness and socialness of Ramadan. Based on these analyses, this study
attempts to answer the following question: What can be derived from the particular case
of Republican Ramadans about the broader project of Kemalist secularization and about
the conceptual framework of Kemalist authoritarian secularism? In addition, from a
comparative perspective, it also aims to supplement the discussion on continuity and/or
change between Ottoman and Republican periods. Lastly, this study tries to make a
contribution to the debate on whether Republican secularization was a solid, determined
project or a gradual process. The primary source of this study is the content and
discourse analysis of the newspaper Hakimiyeti Milliye. In addition, the Prime Ministry
Republican Archives (Basbakanlik Cumhuriyet Arsivi) were also scrutinized. The main
texts of Ottoman/Republican history were reviewed and some recent analyses, both
theoretical and historical, also included to reflect the contemporary discussions on
Republican secularism.

Based on the study of Republican Ramadans, it can be argued that the Kemalist
regime regulated Ramadan and tried to transform its crucial position in the social and
religious life of society. At the same time, it used the functional aspects of the Ramadan
atmosphere and kept it under control in order to prevent it from being used as a possible
means of social opposition or religious revival. While the Republican period exhibits
similarities with the 1908 era in this sense, the former became much more authoritarian
in its policies. The official attitude towards Ramadan changed gradually in response to
particular problems that the new regime faced. Through an examination of Republican
Ramadans, this thesis offers four main pillars in the way to conceptualize Kemalist
authoritarian secularism: Diminishing the visibility of Islam; total control over the
religious sphere, including limiting people's religiosity; a claim to true Islam; and

nationalization of Islam.
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Ozet

Bu calismanin amaci, Frangois Georgeon'un ge¢ dénem Osmanli imparatorlugu'ndaki
Ramazanlar1 konu alan arastirmasindan esinlenerek, erken Cumhuriyet donemi
Ramazanlarini1 incelemektir. Ramazan karsisinda siyasi otoritenin takindigi resmi tutum
ve sOylemi ele alarak, Ramazanin ne Ol¢iide doniistiiriildiigli ve diizenledigi, hangi
amaglar ve araclarla kontrol edildigi ve Ramazanin kamusal goriiniiliirliigiinde ve
toplumsalliginda bir degisim olup olmadig: sergilenmeye caligilmaktadir. Temel olarak
bu c¢alisma su soruya yanit aramaktadir: Erken dénem Cumhuriyet Ramazanlari
incelendiginde, Kemalist sekiilarizasyon siireci ve Kemalist otoriter sekiilerizmin
kavramsal cercevesi hakkinda neler sdylenebilir? Buna ek olarak, karsilastirmali bir
analizle, Osmanli ve Cumhuriyet donemleri arasindaki siireklilikleri ve kirilmalar1 konu
alan tartigmalara katkida bulunmak amaglanmis, boylelikle Kemalist sekiilarizasyon
stirecinin, onceden planlanms ve stratejik olarak uygulanmis bir proje mi, yoksa
kosullara gore sekillenen bir siire¢g mi oldugu sorusu da tartisilmistir. Calismanin temel
kaynagimi Hakimiyeti Milliye gazetesinin igerik ve sdylem analizi olusturmaktadir.
Bunun yaninda Basbakanlik Cumhuriyet Arsivi'nin ilgili kataloglar1 taranmis, mevcut
kaynaklardaki teorik ve tarihsel tartismalardan da yararlanilmistir.

Erken Cumhuriyet donemi Ramazanlar1 incelendiginde goriilmektedir ki,
Kemalist rejim Ramazani diizenlemeye ve denetlemeye calismis ve bu yolla onun
toplumsal ve dini hayattaki etkisini azaltmay1 amag¢lamistir. Bunun yaninda, Ramazanin
sagladigr kimi olanaklar kullanilmis, Ramazana 06zgii iletisim araglari olast bir
muhalefetin ortaya ¢ikmasi ihtimaline karsi kontol altinda tutulmustur. Bu anlamda,
erken Cumhuriyet déneminin 1908 sonrasi Osmanli Imparatorlugu ile benzerlikleri
varsa da otoriter karakterinin sinirlar1 bakimindan farkliliklar géstermektedir. Ramazan
karsisinda tutunulan resmi tutum zaman igerisinde, siyasi iktidarin karsilagtigi sorunlara
baglh olarak degismistir. Calismanin vardigi sonug, erken Cumhuriyet donemi
Ramazanlarinin ugradigi degisimin, Kemalist otoriter seliilerizmin su dort 6zelligini
belirgin kildigidir: Islam'in kamusal goriiniirliigiinii azaltilmasi, dini alamin kontrol

altina alimasi, “dogru” Islam iddias1 ve Islam'in millilestirilmesi.
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