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OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES (OER)

Open Educational Resources (OER) are any educational materials that can be reused, adapted 
and shared by anyone. OER include educational materials such as lesson plans, textbooks, 
exam and assignment texts, video recordings of lectures, websites with educational content, 
etc.
In this issue, we share some of the OER platforms around the world.

The terms “open content” and “open educational resources” describe any copyrightable work 
(traditionally excluding software, which is described by other terms like “open source”) that is 
either (1) in the public domain or (2) licensed in a manner that provides everyone with free 
and perpetual permission to engage in the 5R activities:

1. Retain – make, own, and control a copy of the resource (e.g., download and keep your own 
copy)

2. Revise – edit, adapt, and modify your copy of the resource (e.g., translate into another 
language)

3. Remix – combine your original or revised copy of the resource with other existing material 
to create something new (e.g., make a mashup)

4. Reuse – use your original, revised, or remixed copy of the resource publicly (e.g., on a 
website, in a presentation, in a class)

5. Redistribute – share copies of your original, revised, or remixed copy of the resource with 
others (e.g., post a copy online or give one to a friend)

The 5 R's of OER*

*This content was written by David Wiley and published freely under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
license at https://opencontent.org/definition 

RESOURCES

https://collection.bccampus.ca/ 

https://www.collegesidekick.com/study-guides 

https://www.edx.org/ 

https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects
/creative-arts-and-media-courses 

https://pll.harvard.edu/catalog 

https://www.gutenberg.org/ 

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/ 

https://oyc.yale.edu/courses 

https://yokdersleri.yok.gov.tr/ 

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/ 

https://aperta.ulakbim.gov.tr/ 

https://ocw.mit.edu/ 

https://www.khanacademy.org/ 

https://www.hathitrust.org/ 

https://math.libretexts.org/ 

https://research.sabanciuniv.edu/ 
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